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SYMBOLS OF LONG SERVICE, 1885-1961

Fourteen per cent of the boarding men students of Rollins
College , enrolled in 1960-1961, are accommodated in two dormitories erected and used during the first two academic years, 18851887.
Another dormitory built and used during the academic year,
1891-1892, houses at present 16 % of the boarding women students.
These three dormitories and two other structures, erected during
the first seven years, are symbols of a long service meriting recognition in the Diamond Jubilee anniversary year.
Rollins was established and named April 28 , 1885. The Founding Trustees and the Founding President, Dr. Edward Payson
Hooker, arranged temporary accommodations and classrooms, assembled the Charter Faculty and selected the Charter Students in
the surprisingly short period of six months. The 75th anniversary
of the opening of Rollins was observed on November 4, 1960, by a
convocation of Trustees, Faculty, Students, Staff and Patrons.
Throughout its 75 years Rollins has been a pioneer. It is the
oldest institution of higher education in Florida and for many years
the only liberal arts college not controlled by state or church in the
lower Southeastern states of Alabama, Florida, Georgia and South
Carolina.
Because of this pioneering spirit and idealism, Rollins has,
throughout the past 75 years, been limited in enrollment. In line
with the tradition of other pioneer colleges, a preparatory school
was maintained to help raise the standards of the public school
system of the area; in 1923, after 38 years, it was discontinued.
In contrast to prevailing trends in the South, Rollins insisted
from the beginning on being a college not influenced by any region.
This courageous policy twenty years after the close of the Civil War
restricted state and regional enrollment, approval and support.
Among the Trustees and the Faculty were veterans of both the
Northern and Southern Armies. The student body was so widely
drawn from various parts of the nation that the campus conversation was never dominated by the accent and regional expressions of
the South , of the Middle West or of New England though all three
regions have always been well represented.
This Bulletin describes the five oldest buildings on the campus
and outlines the long service they have rendered. Built of heart yellow pine, they have been in continuous use throughout the threequarters of a century since the founding of Rollins. These structures
are now approaching the one hundredth anniversary of their service.
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THE PARSONAGE, BUil T IN 1885; STILL IN SERVICE

Inside an old-fashioned, white picket fence stands a modest
two-story frame house; oldest on the Rollins campus it is known as
the Parsonage.
The Parsonage is located on Interlachen Avenue, one block
north of the Knowles Memorial Chapel. It is a symbol of Congregational service through Ro llins College. It likewise recognizes the
spiritual, intellectual and material indebtedness Ro llins owes and
gratefully acknowledges to its church heritage .
During the period of its founding and its later struggles the
official organizations and many individuals of the Pilgrim Faith
contributed generously of both service and funds.
The Parsonage was construced in 1885 at a cost of $1,795.,
the major portion of which was contributed by three benefactors
of Rollins: Francis B. Knowles, Frederick W. Lyman and Charles
H . Morse. It consists of nine rooms and an entrance porch.
From 1885 until 1892 the Parsonage served both as the President's House of Rollins College and as the Parsonage of the Winter
Park Congregational Church . In 1942, an exchange of properties
brought the Parsonage into the posse'ssion of Rollins and thus extended its campus 80 fe~t north on Interlachen Avenue.
The Parsonage has been serving as the headquarters of the
Diamond Jubilee Commission. This, the oldest building on the
campus, is being restored and furnis hed with rare and historic
possessions associated with Ro llins over the past three-quarters of
a century.
(Continued on page 8)
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PINEHURST COTTAGE, BUILT IN 1886; STILL IN SERVICE

Pinehurst Cottage is the second oldest building on the campus
and was the first dormitory for women. When it was completed in
March, 1886, it accommodated those students who had been living
temporarily in the Charles W. Ward Cottage, 621 Osceola Avenue.
At first, it was informally referred to as "the Ladies' Cottage". Later
it was officially named Pinehurst because it was surrounded by a
stand of handsome pines.
The architect was George H. Rand, of Boston, who designed
buildings for Smith and Mt. Holyoke. The cost of construction and
furnishings was $9,762.91. It consisted of a reception hall, a
matron's room, thirty-one single rooms and an open porch extending across half the west and north sides of the building. There was
also an open porch on the second floor facing north.
Originally, two rooms on the main floor were used as a dining
area and a small "lean-to" served as a kitchen. After a dining room
was added to the campus , the "lean-to" was named the "Bakery"
in honor of Dr. Thomas R. · Baker because it served his classes as
a chemistry laboratory .
In 1896 President and Mrs. Ward occupied rooms in the north
end of Pinehurst.
At various times Pinehurst has housed the library, the administration offices, the infirmary, the Conservatory of Music, the post
office and classrooms. After the burning of the first Knowles Hall
nearby in 1909, the badly scorched north side had to be replaced.
During World War II, the lower floor of Pinehurst was headquarters for the Star Unit of the military forces of the United States.
It now serves as a dormitory for men. During the academic
year 1960-1961, 31 men are accommodated in Pinehurst.
March, 1961, marks the 75th anniversary of the use of Pinehurst Cottage .
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LAKESIDE COTTAGE, BUILT IN 1886; STILL IN SERVICE

Just as Pinehurst housed the Charter women students of Rollins beginning in March, 1886, Lakeside was built to accommodate
the men students who during the first academic year. 1885-1886.
had been living temporarily in the Robert J. D. Larrabee house at
the corner of West Morse Boulevard and New York Avenue. Lakeside was completed and occupied at the beginning of th e fall term
of 1886.
_Designed by George H. Rand , it virtually duplicated the plan
of Pmehurst Cottage except that it was turned "quarter \\'ay to the
south." On a high elevation overlooking Lake Vir 0 inia it \\as named
Lakeside.
b
From time to time Lakeside has been used as a dormitory for
women as well as for men. At the present time it accommodates
25 men students. Its most famous resident \Yas alumnus Rex
Beach. the novelist.
·
In response to recurring needs Lakeside has been repaired . improved, renovated and refurnished numerous times.
October. 1961. marks the 75th anniversary of the use of Lakeside Cottage.
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LYMAN GYMNASIUM, BUil T IN 1890; STILL IN SERVICE

Lyman Gymnasium was the gift of Frederick W. Lyman, one
of the most active of the Founding Trustees. Its cost was $5,923.
Built in 1890 it served primarily as a gymnasium until 1926.
It was designed by George H. Rand to fill the athletic needs of a

small college . Included was a regular basketball court, a running
track on the second floor balcony and offices. It Vias adequately
equipped .
This attractive building was also much in demand for music
recitals, plays and similar functions which required a considerable
seating arrangement.
In 1926 , in response to more urgent needs, Lyman Gymnasium
was converted into a recitation building. Thus nine additional classrooms were provided.
In 1958, Lyman was moved 150 feet southeast, nearer to Lake
Virginia, to make room for the Rose Skillman Dining Hall. A general renovation of Lyman at this time included the arrangement of
five faculty offices as well as various repairs and improvements.
September, 1965, marks the 75th anniversary of the use of
Lyman Gymnasium.
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CLOVERLEAF, BUILT IN 1891; STILL IN USE
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The year 1891 marked many advances in the United States.
New York and Chicago were in the process of being connected by
telephone. In Springfield the first American-made auto was nearing
completion . . The University of Chicago was receiving a substantial
gift from John D. Rockefeller and would open the following year.
An important event in Florida was the completion on the Rollins
campus of Cloverleaf Cottage for young women.
The Winter Park Advocate of August 8, 1891 , after studying
plans for the new dormitory, reported that it would be one of the
largest as well as one of the handsomest buildings in town. There
would be three wings, each three stories high, 122 by 110. Above
the roof was a graceful tower.
The new structure was designed by Dr. Nathan Barrows, first
Professor of Mathematics at Rollins. His attractive plan envisaged
the new dormitory in the shape of a cloverleaf. The cost was $19.577. 75, almost twice the amount expended previously on any single
building. In addition to the large living room on the first floor.
made possible by the juncture of the three wings , the original plans
called for 56 rooms. Because of a tight budget, thirteen rooms on
the third floor were left unfinished until 1904.
Mrs. Frederick W. Lyman, wife of a Charter Trustee, assisted
by the girls who moved into Cloverleaf, resourcefully used materials
at hand to furnish the living room. Allyne Sturdevant Abell, an
early student, recalled later that the settees were made by putting
"goods" boxes together with mattresses made of cretonne stuffed
with moss. For chairs, barrels were cut down, padded and covered
with cretonne. There were cheesecloth curtains-at 3c a yardon which flowers were painted and appliqued. Rugs were artfully
designed from croaker sacks. Stools were made from small boxes,
padded and decorated with ruffles.
The student publication, the Sandspur, was responsible for
naming Cloverleaf. In its issue of March, 1895, the Sandspur inquired,
"Why is it that both the boys' cottages have such pretty names,
while the girls' cottage has none? Surely, this ought not to be.
7

If the boys and girls are to be admitted to this college upon equal

terms, let them be equal, and do not relegate the girls to a nameless home . Therefore, we would propose the name 'Clover Leaf'
which suggests both its architecture and its desirability as a residence ... "
The dedication of Cloverleaf Cottage took place April 23, 1892.
According to the Orange County Reporter of Orlando, "The building was beautifully illuminated and decorated throughout, and each
young lady, vied with all the rest in beautifying her apartment ...
flowers, pictures, works of art, and articles of vertu, made the attractive edifice a thing of beauty ... "
The original location of Cloverleaf was on the present site of
Carnegie Hall in line with the original Knowles Hall. In 1908, the
Trustees moved Cloverleaf in a southwesterly direction toward Lake
Virginia to make room for Carnegie Hall.
In contrast to the other dormitories, Cloverleaf has never been
used for any purpose other than as a dormitory for women. In
the summer of 1917 , when President George Morgan Ward returned
temporarily to the Presidency, Mrs. Ward raised funds for the installation of bathrooms on each floor, the laying of new floors, the
bui lding of a fireplace in the living room and the painting of the
interior.
In the summer of 1959 Cloverleaf was refurnished and redecorated by President and Mrs. Hugh McKean. The McKeans spent
the entire summer working on the project themselves. The cost
of the restoration, $27,000, was covered by a gift of Mrs. McKean.
ew light fixtures, Victorian in appearance, were added. All the
rooms were furnished with new bedspreads, curtains, gaily colored
rugs and period lamps. No two rooms were alike! The exterior
received several coats of white paint; window screens were repaired
and replaced, trimmed in a light green.
September 19, 1966, marks the 75th anniversary of the use of
Cloverleaf.
(Continued from page 3)

The Study, where the first and many other Faculty meetings
were held and where many Trustee gatherings were assembled, is
now furnished with the original desk and chair of President Hooker,
given by the Hooker children during the Semicentennial observance in 1935.
Descendaats of the founding families, alumni and other friends
have given the Parsonage historic furnishings for its restoration.
Among these are items from the homes of Presidents Fairchild,
Ward, Blackman and Holt, a rare carpet chair belonging to Anna
Dyke Huntington, wife of the second Treasurer of Rollins, the silver
coffee set and 13 pieces of china used by the Hooker family while
they lived in the Parsonage, and the silver tea service used in the
Winter Park home of Charter Trustee Frederick W. Lyman and
Mrs. Lyman.
October 20, 1960, marked the 75th anniversary of the use of
the Parsonage.
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